
STAGE 4Unit focus: United States of America
Text focus: Narrative (710L)

The Raven and the Crow
Based on a North-western Pacifi c Nati ve American tale.

Once there lived a devious bird called Raven. He had magical powers and could transform himself 

into a man. He would do this by pulling his beak over his head like a mask. He practi sed and 

practi sed unti l he could turn into any animal he chose.

Raven was known far and wide as a trickster and a liar. He was greedier than any other animal, and 

nobody trusted him. He was too selfi sh to care what the other animals thought of him.

As winter approached, Raven looked to the sky and panicked. He hadn’t prepared any food for the 

cold months ahead. He knew that Squirrel would have hoarded nuts, so Raven set out to fi nd him. 

As soon as he approached, Squirrel shouted him away. “Leave my food alone,” he said to Raven’s 

retreati ng back.

“Bear will have some food,” Raven said to himself. Sure enough, Bear was out collecti ng food to see 

him through the winter. Bear knew what Raven was like as well. As soon as the bird fl ew near, Bear 

shouted at him to go away. “Leave my food alone”, he said. 

Raven really started to panic. Winter was ge�  ng closer, and he sti ll didn’t have any food. Raven 

was too lazy to head out and collect his own. Instead, a plan started to form in his mind. 

There is a traditi on among the Pacifi c Northwest tribes of giving gift s of food to friends and 

neighbours. This is called a potlatch. Raven liked the idea of lots of people giving him food, but he 

knew none of the animals would share with him.

Crow was Raven’s cousin and was very trusti ng. Raven fl ew over to Crow and told him what a good 

idea it would be to have a potlatch for all of the animals. Crow was worried that it would leave him 

without any food for the winter, but Raven persisted, and Crow gave in. Raven told Crow that all of 

the animals wanted to hear his beauti ful voice. Crow was vain and knew that his voice was special. 

He loved to show it off , and so he was persuaded.
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While Crow prepared all of the food for the feast, Raven set out over the forest and invited all of 

the animals to hear Crow sing. But he was very sneaky. He told them that it was him holding the 

potlatch, not Crow. He asked them to arrive at the back door to Crow’s house.

The evening of the feast finally rolled around. Raven made Crow wait at his front door to greet 

the guests. Of course, all of the animals arrived at the back door. Raven greeted them all to his 

potlatch. As each animal came, Raven transformed himself to look just like them. He headed round 

to the front door and allowed Crow to greet him. This way, Crow thought all of the animals were 

meeting him, when in fact, Raven was welcoming them all.

At the end of the evening, Raven said goodbye to all of the animals. They all thanked him for his 

feast. That winter, Raven was invited to all of the animal’s potlatches and ate lots of fabulous food. 

Poor old Crow wasn’t invited to any. After all, he hadn’t invited them to his, had he?

INFERENCE FOCUS
1. Why did Crow agree to Raven’s plan?

2. Why wouldn’t Squirrel or Bear give Raven any food?

3. Why did Raven want a potlatch?

4. Why didn’t Raven let Crow greet the animals?

5. Did the other animals like Raven? How do you know?

VIPERS QUESTIONS
V What does the word “devious” tell you about Raven’s character?

R What food was Squirrel saving?

S Who did Raven visit after seeing Bear?

V Find a word in the text that tells you Raven didn’t give up trying.

S How did Raven make sure Crow thought the animals were arriving?



Answers:

1. Raven flattered him by praising his singing voice

2. They knew how greedy and untrustworthy he was

3. He wanted food but didn’t want to have to work for it

4. He wanted them to think he was holding the potlatch

5. Only Crow listened to him. The other animals didn’t like him; they didn’t trust him and wouldn’t 

give him food

V: He was sneaky and couldn’t be trusted

R: Nuts

S: Crow

V: Persisted

S: He transformed himself into the animals and went to the front door
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